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Sound work references: Unrealized proposal 

The Time Piece concept is a form of sound work which creates moments of silence over an 
urban or rural terrain.  Extensions of the traditional public aural signals of church bells and 
public clocks, but opposite in nature:  silence instead of sound.  They also differ in that they 
are not announcements of time or calls for activity, but simply special reflective moments 
which occur daily, among people involved in their separate daily lives. 

The works are permanent entities, sounding once or several times a day, at a time chosen in 
relation to the history and meaning of aural signals in societies of their locations.  

A work is realized by composing a sonority which is fine-tuned to the specific aural 
surroundings in such a way that it is imperceptible when projected across the terrain.  For a 
period of twenty minutes the sonority grows gradually, imperceptibly augmenting the aural 
environment until it reached its peak, when it suddenly disappears.  This sudden hush of 
something not directly perceived creates the moment of quiet. 

The project for Geneva proposed a Time Piece which would be perceived in a border along the 
Lake Geneva shore line.  The drawing shows a sound source group placed at a point 
equidistant from the lake shores.  The group is made up of twelve separate audio channels, 
providing the means of matching the varied aural environments by creating a sound / shape 
which has different dimensions and timbre in each of twelve vectors. 

 

Lake Proposal – Geneva Moment. 
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Poster, Slide Archive 

Drawings from one of the first Time Piece proposals in 1984. They are some of the earliest 
Neuhaus drawings. 
 
(photos are snapshots from the studio) 
__ 

 



 

IMGP2309.JPG  
Distances from lighthouse to shore,Geneva Time Piece, 1984 
Pencil on paper – 35.5 x2 7.7 cm 
Sound work references: Unrealized proposal 

 

 

Published in Max Feed, Œvre et Héritage de Max Neuhaus-Institut Supérieur des Beaux – Arts 
de Besançon, 2018, pp.13  Blaise Adilon.  

 

 



 

IMGP2310.JPG 
Overlapping sound channels, Geneva Time Piece, 1984 
Pencil on paper - 28x36 cm 
Sound work references: Unrealized proposal 



 

IMGP2311.JPG 
Distribution and mix of 8 independent sound channels over terrain, Geneva Time Piece, 1984 
Pencil on paper - 28x36 cm 
Sound work references: Unrealized proposal 

 



 

IMGP2314.JPG 
Geneva Time Piece, Sound source installation, 1984 
Pencil on paper - 35 x 45 cm 
Sound work references: Unrealized proposal 

 



 

IMGP2308.JPG 
Detail of 1 of 4 horns for exploratory phase, Geneva Time Piece, 1984 
Pencil on paper - 28x36 cm 
Sound work references: Unrealized proposal 

 



 

IMGP2312.JPG 
Exploratory phase setup, Geneva Time Piece, 1984 
Pencil on paper - 28x36 cm 
Sound work references: Unrealized proposal 


