
 

Text Three to One: Max Neuhaus (Brussels: La Léttre Volée, 1997): 
https://www.max-neuhaus.estate/en/bibliography/work-inauguration/three-to-one-max-neuhaus-
brussels-la-l-ettre-vol-ee-1997 

 

 

 

Three to One, 1992 
 

Exhibition: Documenta IX 

Sound Work Reference:Location: AOK Building,  Friedrichplatz 14, Kassel, Germany 

Dimensions: 7 x 16 x 3 meters; 7 x 16 x 3 meters; 7 x 16 x 3 meters 

Extant: 1992, Present 

Collection: Documenta, Accessible from 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday 
 

https://www.max-neuhaus.estate/en/copyright 

 

 
–Present Participates in Documenta 9, contributing Three to One, a work that would become a 

permanent installation in the AOK Building in Kassel, Germany. 

 
 

Neuhaus supplements the visual field with sound again inside an office building in Kassel. His 

permanent work Three to One (1992-present) infuses three glass-walled rooms with distinct 

but very soft sound textures. These become subtly apparent when one ascends the spiral 
stairway that connects the floors; the sounds begin to intermingle between levels. 

 

 
 
 

____ 
 

‘The sound colors vary on each of the three floors in the Kassel installation. As we ascend, 

their intensity increases step by step as if we were climbing up into elucidation, as if finally 
something were perfectly clear. The glass walls let the landscape in; the stairwell is filled with 

the view from outside and with the graduated sound of a volume that never dominates. Even 
on the top floor, the sound remains slender, so slender it almost escapes us. And then it is 

back again. 

 
One of my obsessions (more firmly put, my acts of desperation) is to fight the lame word 'like'. 

What can 'like' possibly mean? It plays at mystification. It is often said that a pleasure of one 
kind or another is like music, so that we find ourselves forced to imagine how this pleasure and 

this music are alike. But I shall contradict myself for once and compare the sound body in 

Kassel with the presence of pleasure or with an equally present pain. Pleasure has nothing 
whatsoever to do with time, endless. Pain when it is there is exactly the same, and that is 

what Max Neuhaus' sounds are like, there in Kassel’. 

 

https://www.max-neuhaus.estate/en/bibliography/work-inauguration/three-to-one-max-neuhaus-brussels-la-l-ettre-vol-ee-1997
https://www.max-neuhaus.estate/en/bibliography/work-inauguration/three-to-one-max-neuhaus-brussels-la-l-ettre-vol-ee-1997
https://www.max-neuhaus.estate/en/copyright


Full text in Zsuzsanna Gahse, "How Does a Sound Spread", Three to One: Max Neuhaus (Brussels: La Léttre 

Volée, 1997): https://www.max-neuhaus.estate/en/bibliography/texts-by-others/zsuzsanna-gahse-how-does-a-

sound-spread-three-to-one-max-neuhaus-brussels-la-l-ettre-vol-ee-1997 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Drawing Three To One, 1992: 

https://www.maxneuhaus.estate/images/original/ThreeToOne_1.gif 
 

 

 
 

-Published in Max Neuhaus, Place, Volume III, (Ostfildern: Cantz, 1994) 
 

 

 
-Published in Max Neuhaus, Les Pianos Ne Poussent Pas Sur les Arbres, (Les Presses du reel: 

French, 2018) 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.max-neuhaus.estate/en/bibliography/texts-by-others/zsuzsanna-gahse-how-does-a-sound-spread-three-to-one-max-neuhaus-brussels-la-l-ettre-vol-ee-1997
https://www.max-neuhaus.estate/en/bibliography/texts-by-others/zsuzsanna-gahse-how-does-a-sound-spread-three-to-one-max-neuhaus-brussels-la-l-ettre-vol-ee-1997
https://www.maxneuhaus.estate/images/original/ThreeToOne_1.gif


 

 
 

Drawing Study, Three to One, 1991-92  

 
 

 

ThreeToOne3.jpg 
 

Spatial interlock,Three to One, 1992 Colored pencil on paper 45 x 84 cm  
 

 
 

Published in Max Neuhaus, Sound Works, Volume II, (Ostfildern: Cantz, 1994) 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 
ThreeToOne4.jpg 

 
Passage and mix of an outside sound, Three to One, 1992 

Colored pencil on paper 45 x 84 cm  
 

 

 
Published in Max Neuhaus, Sound Works, Volume II, (Ostfildern: Cantz, 1994) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Drawing Study, Shading, Spatial Interlock, Three to One, 1992  

1 of 4, Colored pencil on paper, 23 x 30 cm 
2 of 4, Colored pencil on paper, 19 x 24 cm 

3 of 4, Colored pencil on paper, 13 x 21 cm  
4 of 4, Colored pencil on paper, 18 x 26 cm  

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Sound Structure, Three to One, 1991  
1 of 5, Colored pencil on paper, 37 x 48 cm  

 



 
 
MNE9105 

Study Sound Structure , 2 of 5 Three to One, 1991 colored pencil on paper,  89.5 x 74 cm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

3 of 5, Colored pencil on paper, 24 x 30 cm  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
MNE9105 

Study Sound Structure, 4 of 5 Three to One, 1991 colored pencil on paper, 89.5 x 74 

cm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

MNE9105 5 of 5.JPG 

 

Study Sound Structure, 5 of 5 Three to One. 1991 colored on pencil on paper. 89.5 x 74 cm 



 
 

 

 

 

 



First Source Search, Three to One, 1991 Colored pencil on paper 75 x 38 cm  

 

Final Source Search, Three to One, 1991  

 

1 of 4, Colored pencil on paper, 24 x 39 cm  

2 of 4, Colored pencil on paper, 16 x 34 cm  

3 of 4, Colored pencil on paper, 17 x 25 cm  

4 of 4A, Colored pencil on paper, 16 x 33 cm  

4 of 4B, Colored pencil on paper, 13 x 30 cm  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Three to One, 1992 

Colored pencil on paper 89.5 x 74 cm ; 89.5 x 40 cm  

 

List Loan for Exhibition Drawings Three to One Entry, 

Three to One, 1991 Colored pencil on paper 30 x 26 cm 

  

Path, 

Three to One, 1991 Colored pencil on paper 36 x 26 cm  

 

First Source Search, Three to One, 1991 Colored pencil on paper 75 x 38 cm  

 

Final Source Search, Three to One, 1991  

 

1 of 4, Colored pencil on paper, 24 x 39 cm  

2 of 4, Colored pencil on paper, 16 x 34 cm  

3 of 4, Colored pencil on paper, 17 x 25 cm  

4 of 4A, Colored pencil on paper, 16 x 33 cm  

4 of 4B, Colored pencil on paper, 13 x 30 cm  

 

Sound Structure, Three to One, 1991  

1 of 5, Colored pencil on paper, 37 x 48 cm  

2 of 5, Colored pencil on paper, 19 x 23 cm  

3 of 5, Colored pencil on paper, 24 x 30 cm  

4 of 5, Colored pencil on paper, 38 x 35 cm  

5 of 5, Colored pencil on paper, 38 x 34 cm  

 

Spatial interlock, 

Three to One, 1992 Colored pencil on paper 45 x 84 cm  

 

Harmonic interlock, Three to One, 1992 Colored pencil on paper 45 x 84 cm  

 
Passage and mix of an outside sound, Three to One, 1992 

Colored pencil on paper 5 x 84 cm  

 

Top down, 

Three to One, 1992 Colored pencil on paper 67 x 58 cm 

 

 

  

4. Studies for the above; grouped and numbered to show the progression of the visual idea. 

 

 Drawing Studies  

Drawing Study, First, Spatial Interlock, Three to One  

1 of 3, Colored pencil on paper, 23 x 26 cm 

2 of 3, Colored pencil on paper, 25 x 21 cm 

3 of 3, Colored pencil on paper, 38 x 84 cm  

 

Drawing Study, Mix, Spatial Interlock, Three to One  

1 of 2, Colored pencil on paper, 39 x 33 cm 

2 of 2, Colored pencil on paper, 38 x 81 cm 

  



Drawing Study, Shading, Spatial Interlock, Three to One  

1 of 4, Colored pencil on paper, 23 x 30 cm 

2 of 4, Colored pencil on paper, 19 x 24 cm 

3 of 4, Colored pencil on paper, 13 x 21 cm  

4 of 4, Colored pencil on paper, 18 x 26 cm  

 

Drawing Study, Harmonic Interlock, Three to One  

1 of 5, Colored pencil on paper, 33 x 22 cm 

2 of 5, Colored pencil on paper, 33 x 33 cm 

3 of 5, Colored pencil on paper, 38 x 31 cm  

4 of 5, Colored pencil on paper, 38 x 31 cm  

5 of 5, Colored pencil on paper, 38 x 31 cm  

 

 

 

Drawing Study, Passage and mix of an outside sound, Three to One  

1 of 2, Colored pencil on paper, 32 x46 cm 

2 of 2, Colored pencil on paper, 38 x52 cm 

  

Drawing Study, Top Down, Three to One  

1 of 3, Colored pencil on paper, 25 x 31 cm  

2 of 3, Colored pencil on paper, 30 x 33 cm  

3 of 3, Colored pencil on paper, 38 x 31  

 

Drawing Study, Three to One 

1 of 3, Colored pencil on paper, 38 x30 cm  

2 of 3, Colored pencil on paper, 33 x 30 cm  

3 of 3, Colored pencil on paper, 28 x 28 cm 

 







 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibition Drawings 

 

Yehuda Safran text, "The drawings from Three to One", 1997 

 

 

MNE-DRAW Exhibition Three To One .pdf 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Exhibition Lawrence Markey, Max Neuhaus 

Lawrence Markey Gallery 311 Sixth Street 

San Antonio, Texas 78215 

https://www.max-neuhaus.estate/en/bibliography/texts-by-others/yehuda-safran-the-drawings-from-three-to-one-three-to-one-max-neuhaus-brussels-la-lettre-volee-1997
https://www.max-neuhaus.estate/files/MNE-DRAW_Exhibition_Three_To_One_.pdf


Three to One: April-June 2002 

 

 
Ulrich Look, interview in Public art Review .pdf 
 

 



 

 
 


